
Plattsmouth Rural Fire Protection District 

Board of Directors Monthly Meeting 

June 5, 2013 

 

Calling the meeting to order – Acknowledgement of Open Meetings Law 

 

President Holdridge called the meeting to order at 7:31 pm.  President Holdridge acknowledged the 

Open Meetings Poster located on the wall of the District meeting room/office and available for review.  

Notice of the meeting was advertised in the Cass Gram, which is an approved publication of the Rural 

Fire Board and it was posted at the Post Office and on the front door of the rural fire station along with a 

copy of the agenda. 

Board members present were John Holdridge, Shane Parshall, Lynn Vinduska, Doug Stander, and Ken 

Winters. 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the May 1, 2013 meeting:  Motion by Mr. Vinduska and second by Mr. Parshall to approve 

the minutes as submitted and waive the reading.  5 Ayes   0 Nays .  Motion Carried.   

 

Public Forum – Reception of Delegates 

No members of the public addressed the Board. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The following bills were presented for review and approval:  Black Hills Energy - $76.87; NPPD - $85.04; 

Brown Floral - $64.20; CassGram - $18.00; Sharp’s Cleaning - $30.00; City Invoice #143 - $701.30; City 

Invoice #144 - $4,812.47; City Invoice #145 - $2,771.85; City Invoice #146 - $75.44; City Invoice #147 - 

$4,964.65; City Invoice #148 - $1,071.08; Mullenax Auto - $417.04 (batteries for 841) for a total of 

$15,087.94. 

Motion by Mr. Vinduska and second by Mr. Winters to pay all bills and accept the Treasurer’s Report.   

5 Ayes  0 Nays.  Motion carried. 

Old Business 

Interlocal Agreement Negotiation Committee Report: 

 

In response to the letter hand delivered to the Mayor at our November 13, 2012, the District 

Negotiation Committee met with the City on February 15th, March 15th, April 19th and had a meeting 

scheduled for May, but cancelled the meeting and suspended negotiations until such time as the Board 

could consult with the Board’s legal counsel.   The Committee members continue to be disappointed in 

the lack of progress being made to this point. 

 



Interlocal Agreement Budget Committee Report: 

 

Mr. Winters reported that the City of Plattsmouth still refuses to formally respond to the letter from 

President Holdridge dated August 18, 2012 in regards to the District’s concerns of the EMS budget 

advisory committee input.  The City also has not responded to a letter from the District’s legal counsel 

requesting a written response to our letter.  Mr. Portis has also been present during several previous 

Rural Fire District Board meetings when this subject has been discussed. The Board Secretary has a 

return receipt from the email that was sent to the City Clerk when copies of this letter were sent with 

the request they be distributed to the City Council members.  The Committee members are unsure 

whether the copies of the letters were ever given to City Council members. 

Worker’s Compensation Insurance Coverage for RFD only firefighter: 

Mr. Winters reported that the City of Plattsmouth stills refuses to formally respond to the letter from 

President Holdridge dated August 18, 2012 requesting the City to add the rural only firefighter to the 

insurance rolls that the District contributes to.  The City also has not responded to a letter from the 

District’s legal counsel requesting a written response to our letter.  This is confusing to the members of 

the Committee since Mr. Portis asked at a previous meeting which fire fighter was left off the insurance 

rolls and was verbally given the name of the firefighter.  Mr. Portis has also been present the previous 

Rural Fire District Board meetings when this subject has been discussed.  The Board Secretary has a 

return receipt from the email that was sent to the City Clerk when copies of this letter were sent with 

the request they be distributed to the City Council members. 

During the discussion from the committee, it was discussed about getting information on expanding the 

Rural District’s insurance coverage to include worker’s compensation for the rural roster members.  

Then the District would no longer be obligation to subsidize the City’s coverage if it is more cost 

effective to package all the District’s insurance needs under one policy.  Mr. Vinduska will follow up over 

the next one to two months regarding this. 

 

New Business 

Plattsmouth Rural Fire District Fire Department Constitution, By-Laws and Standard Operating 

Guidelines. 

 

On the advice of the District’s legal counsel, the board was presented with the first draft of the 

constitution and by-laws and standard operating guidelines for consideration for adoption.  Motion by 

Mr. Winters and second by Mr. Vinduska to approve the first draft reading of the Constitution and By-

Laws as well as the Standard Operating Guideline.   Discussion covered that the Board will review, make 

recommended changes, and then forward the materials to the Volunteer Fire Department membership 

for their review and recommendations before final approval.  Discussed also was the recommendation 

of legal counsel to ensure there are job descriptions included in the by-laws .  Mr. Winters noted that 

the Fire Chief provided two job descriptions that were provided the membership that will need to be 

modified to meet Rural District requirements.  Vote on the motion:  5 ayes  0 nays, motion carried. 

 

 



 

Fire Chief Report 

Roster:  Roster is at 48 members, including the rural only member.  Chief sent the current roster to the 
District in case action was required at this meeting.  Two probationary firefighters, already on the 
department roster, were promoted to full firefighter status this past fire meeting.  No changes are 
required of the Rural District membership roster. 
 
Fire Calls – 19 total calls, with 7 rural calls, 1 mutual aid call to Murray and 11 City calls. 
 
832 Repairs – The repairs to 832 are to be completed this week.  The Chief had additional service work 
completed on the truck while it was in the service center.  Besides repairs to the body that is being paid 
for by the insurance company that struck 832, new batteries were installed, the gauges for the pump 
panel were installed, the passenger side front seat belt was replaced, and oil and filters were replaced.  
830 was the second out truck with 831 as the first truck out while 832 was in for repairs. 
 
841 Repairs – The batteries were replaced in Tanker 841. 
 
Training – There will be a joint EMS and Fire training this month on vehicle extrication.  In addition, 
pump operator training starts June 6th.  Class is being presented by the State Fire Marshal’s Training 
Division. 
 
Copper Dollar Cove Fire – Chief reported on the excellent response of the firefighters to a fire in a 
residence at Copper Dollar Cove this past month.  Fire reported as a lightning strike at a residence and 
the firefighters made an aggressive attack that extinguished the fire with a minimum of water use and 
kept the damage to a minimum.  The call was witnessed by many residents of the Cove.  The Board 
expressed their thanks to the firefighters for their efforts and a great job! 
 
Budget Advisory Committee – In accordance with the EMS Inter-Local Agreement with the City, the 
Budget Advisory Committee must meet with the City to discuss the 2013/2014 EMS budget.  The Chief 
provided an overview of his proposed budget, but had nothing from the EMS Director to share with us.  
Dates were discussed as to when the District representatives to the Committee could meet. 
 
Outside Training – The Chief is looking at outside training opportunities to come to the station to 
provide additional training to the membership. 
 
Recognition Dinner – The Chief discussed that is has been over two years since a recognition dinner has 
been held to present members with awards for their efforts for the fire department.  Chief is looking to 
put this in the fire department budget for this upcoming budget year. 
 
Burn Permit – Due to changes in burn permit regulations from the State of Nebraska, only the Fire Chief 
or his/her designee can issue burn permits.  The designee must be a qualified firefighter and a member 
of the fire department where the permits are issued.  The chief officers had a burn permit policy 
developed in response to the changes in state regulations, and was submitted to the District for 
approval.  This policy had an evening a week where fire officers or approved firefighters would be 
available to issue permits as well as one weekend day.  However, Mr. Portis consulted with the Fire 
Chief, and as a result, EMS Director Mike Wood was appointed by the City Council to the fire 
department roster to issue burn permits for the City Fire Department.  The City failed to communicate 
this change with the District and the District learned of this change second hand.  The problem with this 
is that Mr. Wood is not a member of the Rural Fire Department.  Discussion was held on the fact that 
the City collects permit fees from issuing the permits, but does not submit the revenue to the Rural 
District for those fees collected in accordance with State Statute 81-520.01.   



The agenda had an item to discuss, consider and take all action regarding the fire department’s burn 
permit policy, however, that policy is not in effect since the City Council placed Mr. Wood on the roster 
in order to issue burn permits.  Since the City’s policy of issuing permits is a benefit to the Fire 
Department officers, Mr. Winters made a motion and a second by Mr. Stander to support the current 
policy for the issuance of burn permits until the glitches in the program can be worked out.  The Fire 
Chief was asked to communicate the concerns of the District to the City.  Motion carried with 5 ayes and 
0 nays.  
 
Motion by Mr. Holdridge , second my Mr. Winters to approve the Chief’s Report.  5 ayes  0 nays, motion 
carried. 
 

EMS Director’s Report.   

There was no report from the EMS Director as he was not present at the meeting nor did he send a 

representative from the EMS Department.  The last meeting the EMS Director attended was the October 

2012 meeting.  Mr. Holdridge  personally reached out to Mr. Wood in an email to ensure he was aware 

of the meeting night change of the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Rural Fire District.  Mr. 

Wood responded to President Holdridge that Mr. Wood saw no need to attend future District Board 

meetings.  He did note one reason for his belief he didn’t need to attend the meeting was due to the 

ongoing negotiations into the EMS Inter-local Agreement.  This is contrary to information from the City 

that stated in a hand delivered communication to the District dated April 4, 2012 that the EMS Director 

will attend a minimum of 4 meetings per year.   Mr. Wood also stated that he will continue to submit a 

copy of the monthly EMS report he provides the City, however the District has not received a copy of 

this report since March 2013.  Mr. Wood stated that if we have any questions, we are to direct them to 

the City Administrator, not him. 

 

Plattsmouth Volunteer Firefighter’s Association.    The District received a report on the progress of the 

transfer of the trust fund to the supervision and control of the Association from the City of Plattsmouth.  

The Association is also looking into the purchase of an additional set of Jaws from another fire 

department that is replacing them with a new set.  This set of Jaws of Life has barely been used in the 

past and would be a great addition to the fire department. 

 

Agenda Item:  At fire school this past month, it was learned that the District should not split the Board 

Officer position of Secretary/Treasurer since it is in statutes as one position.  It was also discussed that 

the Board has not yet appointed a replacement for the position of Vice President since Mr. Dellinger 

retired from the Board.  Mr. Winters moved and Mr. Vinduska second to return the officer position of 

Secretary/Treasurer to Mr. Vinduska and ask the Board President to appoint a “Recording Secretary” to 

assist the Secretary/Treasurer during the meetings.  5 ayes  0 nays, motion carried.  Mr. Holdridge asked 

Mr. Winters if he would serve as Recording Secretary as well as serve the remainder of Mr. Dellinger’s 

term as Vice-President.  Mr. Winters accepted. 

 

Tanker Replacement:  A discussion took place in relation to the agenda item of tanker replacement.  

The Fire Chief was consulted in regards to what he felt was needed and what the priorities are for the 

fire department.  He had consulted with his officers and a tanker is the priority at this time.  The 

example inspected by Mr. Winters last week was discussed and President Holdridge directed Vice-



President Winters to follow up with the Nebraska Forestry Department regarding being placed on a list 

for a tanker as well as a long term search list for a pumper to be acquired for future needs of the 

District. 

 

Executive Session 

None needed since the District is going to meet with their legal counsel this month. 

 

Board Member Comments 

Mr. Winters, Mr. Parshall, and Mr. Vinduska discussed their attendance at the Nebraska State Fire 

School this past month.  

 

Next Meeting 

July 3, 2013 at 7:30 pm 

Motion to adjourn 

Motion by Mr. Winters second by Mr. Parshall to adjourn.  Motion carried at 10:45 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Ken Winters 

Recording Secretary 


