
Plattsmouth Rural Fire Protection District 

Board of Directors Monthly Meeting 

August 13, 2013 

Calling the meeting to order – Acknowledgement of Open Meetings Law 

 

President Holdridge called the meeting to order at 7:38 pm.  President Holdridge acknowledged the 

Open Meetings Poster located on the wall of the District meeting room/office and available for review.  

Notice of the meeting was advertised in the Cass Gram, which is an approved publication of the Rural 

Fire Board and it was posted at the Post Office and on the front door of the rural fire station along with a 

copy of the agenda. 

Board members present were John Holdridge, Shane Parshall, Lynn Vinduska, Doug Stander, and Ken 

Winters. 

Public Forum – Reception of Delegates 

No members of the public addressed the Board. 

Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the July 3, 2013 meeting: Motion by Mr. Vinduska and second by Mr. Stander to approve the 

minutes as submitted by the recording secretary and waive the reading of the minutes.  5 Ayes   0 Nays .  

Motion Carried.   

Treasurer’s Report 

The following bills were presented for review and approval:  Black Hills Energy - $25.98; NPPD - $62.19 

for August billing and $168.59 for July billing; check printing - $132.56; CassGram - $18.00; Sharp’s 

Cleaning - $30.00; Nebraska Forestry - $80.00 for surplus equipment/tools and $405.00 for new air ride 

seats for the new tanker;  President Holdridge - $43.25 for mileage reimbursement for meeting with 

Board Attorney;  City Invoice #153 - $586.65; City Invoice #155 - $1,740.61. 

Motion by Mr. Winters and second by Mr. Parshall to pay all bills with the exception of City Invoice #154 

in the amount of $4,962.50 and accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Discussion into the delay of payment for 

City Invoice #154 is to conserve funds until an adequate amount of funds are available for payment and 

not jeopardize District operations.  5 Ayes  0 Nays.  Motion carried. 

 

Old Business 

Interlocal Agreement Negotiation Committee Report: 

 

In response to the letter hand delivered to the Mayor at our November 13, 2012, the District 

Negotiation Committee met with the City on February 15th, March 15th, April 19th and had a meeting 

scheduled for May, but cancelled the meeting and suspended negotiations until such time as the Board 

could consult with the Board’s legal counsel, which took place June 21st.  The Committee members 

continue to be disappointed in the lack of progress being made to this point. 

 



Interlocal Agreement Budget Committee Report: 

 

Mr. Winters reported that the City of Plattsmouth still refuses to formally respond to the letter from 

President Holdridge dated August 18, 2012 in regards to the District’s concerns of the EMS budget 

advisory committee input.  The City also has not responded to a letter from the District’s legal counsel 

requesting a written response to the letters from the City. 

Worker’s Compensation Insurance Coverage for RFD only firefighter: 

Mr. Winters reported that the City of Plattsmouth stills refuses to formally respond to the letter from 

President Holdridge dated August 18, 2012 requesting the City to add the rural only firefighter to the 

insurance rolls that the District contributes to.  The City also has not responded to a letter from the 

District’s legal counsel requesting a written response to our letter.  This is confusing to the members of 

the Committee since Mr. Portis asked at a meeting in 2012 which firefighter was left off the insurance 

rolls and was verbally given the name of the firefighter.  Mr. Portis has also been present the previous 

Rural Fire District Board meetings when this subject has been discussed. 

Mr. Vinduska has started discussions with area insurance providers to obtain cost information and will 

report back to the District.  Mr. Vinduska reported that some information was provided to one agent so 

far and further information was needed in order to provide cost estimates.  The Committee will 

continue to work on this project.  The current policy does not expire until December of 2013 and we 

should have information in place prior to that time for a Board decision. 

 

Plattsmouth Rural Fire District Fire Department Constitution, By-Laws and Standard Operating 

Guidelines: 

 

The Constitution and By-Laws have been provided to the President of the Fire Department for review, 

changes, and action by the Fire Department on acceptance.  We will wait to hear back from the 

Department’s Administrative Officers for any changes they request prior to their voting on the 

document. 

Mr. Winters has completed the job descriptions for the position of Volunteer Firefighter and Volunteer 

Firefighter/Logistics.  These will also be presented to the Fire Department for review and approval.  Mr. 

Winters explained that the position of Volunteer Firefighter/Logistics is a formalization a way noted in 

the original SOG’s and Constitution and By-Laws that allowed a member of the Fire Department to 

continue to serve the Department and Community/District by fulfilling a vital position that supports fire 

department operations and administration without needing to respond to fire emergencies and put 

forth strenuous activity on an emergency scene.  This frees up other members of the department to 

fulfill the duties required on the fire ground and other active emergency scenes.  This position is vital for 

the department as a whole and formalizes what has been a long standing past practice of serving the 

Community and Fire Department.   

 

Website Development Committee 

 

This is a new committee set up by President Holdridge to explore the creation of a new website for the 

Plattsmouth Rural Fire Protection District, Plattsmouth Volunteer Fire Department, as well as allowing 

space for the Plattsmouth Volunteer Firefighter’s Association.  Mr. Winters and Mr. Morehouse will be 

working on this.  Discussion centered on what domain name to use for the website and content.  Motion 



by Mr. Winters and second by Mr. Stander to develop and support a new website for the District and 

Fire Department.  5 Ayes  0 Nays, Motion Carried. 

 

 

New Business 

 

Fire Chief Report 

Roster:  Roster is at 49 members, including the rural only member, with one change to the roster, the 
addition of Kyle Ross to the membership as a probationary firefighter.  Motion by Mr. Winters and 
second by Mr. Vinduska to approve the updated roster. 
 
Fire Calls: – 20 total calls, with 6 rural calls and 14 City calls. 
 
832:  Joint pumper 832 is again out of service due to electrical issues.  Lee Bogle made a presentation to 
the Board regarding efforts by him and other firefighters to determine the cause.  Lee has contacted 
Pierce Fire Apparatus numerous times in attempts to find the issue.  The Board extended their thanks to 
Lee and the other firefighters for their efforts to determine the cause of the issue and work with the 
manufacturer to make repairs. 
 
Harvest Festival: - The Fire Chief asked the board to continue with the tradition of the Rural Board 
providing the meat to feed the fire department members and visiting fire departments during the 
Harvest Festival. 
 
ISO:  The Chief discussed his meeting with a representative of the Insurance Services Organization.  This 
informal discussion included recommendations that the Fire Department certify fire pumps annually, 
needing to gather information on the water distribution system at Buccaneer Bay, and other changes 
coming into play at ISO. 
 
New Tanker:  Discussed the costs for refurbishing the Forestry Service water tender for our use.  The 
costs is just over $32,000 plus the cost for wheels and tires.  The Board deferred voting on this item until 
it has a chance to look over the cost breakdown as well as looking into selling the current tanker to 
offset the costs due to current budget shortfalls. 
 
Motion by Mr. Winters, second by Mr. Vinduska to approve the Chief’s Report, including approval of the 
purchase of the meat for the Harvest Festival.  5 ayes  0 nays, motion carried. 
 

EMS Director’s Report.   

There again was no report from the EMS Director as he was not present at the meeting nor did he send 

a representative from the EMS Department.  The last meeting the EMS Director attended was the 

October 2012 meeting.  In early 2012, Mr. Portis obligated Mr. Wood to attend at least 4 Rural Fire 

District Board meetings per year.  Regarding the monthly EMS Reports, Mr. Winters still has not heard 

back from Mr. Wood regarding the request to provide the recording secretary with a copy of the EMS 

Monthly Report.  Mr. Holdridge advised he has not, to his knowledge, received a copy of any EMS 

Monthly Report since March 2013.  

Mr. Vinduska did report that he had a conversation with Mr. Wood where he said he had sold the house 

he was living at in Council Bluffs and was to start building a new house in Louisville. 



Plattsmouth Volunteer Firefighter’s Association.    The Association is planning to hold a pancake feed 

during the Harvest Festival on Saturday from 7 am to 9 am in the fire station.  Mr. Morehouse has 

offered to help since the main prep area is in the Rural Fire Station. 

 

Executive Session:  No Executive Session as required. 

Mediation:  Mr. Winters moved, Mr. Vinduska seconded to provide the list of mediators to the City and 

the District’s recommendations for mediation into a new inter-local agreement as we had discussed this 

past month and had discussed with the District’s Attorney.  5 Ayes  0 Nay, Motion Carried. 

Board Member Comments 

None 

 

Next Meeting 

The next regular District Meeting as well as the Annual Meeting will be held September 4, 2013 at 7:30 

pm 

Motion to adjourn 

Motion by Mr. Winters second by Mr. Parshall to adjourn.  Motion carried at 10:15 pm.  

Respectfully submitted by:   

 

______________________________ 

Ken Winters, Vice President/Recording Secretary 


