Disc Golf Course For Memorial Park

On Saturday August 6th, 2005, I met with Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Chisholm and Anita Jackson from Lincoln (the “Designers”).  All three are members of the Lincoln Flying Disc Club.  Anita and Andrew have an extensive history of course design, tournament play and working with communities to bring the sport to cities in the area.  We met and discussed a possible disc golf course for Memorial Park from 11:00am to 1:00pm.

Course Layout


Prior to the meeting, I had obtained an aerial map of the park and surrounding locations from the city.  I had spent time laying out a purposed course based on my reading.  On Saturday, the designers and myself walked the park discussing possible hole/basket locations and tees.  They laid out 10 to 12 holes.  They then asked to see the course I laid out and for suggestion for the course.  After further discussions, it was decided that I would leave the aerial map with the design team so they could layout several variations of a course.  We would get back together in 2 to 3 weeks.  Highlights of discussion:

· The designers were extremely excited about the possible course.  The course would be the only “non-flat” course in the Omaha/Lincoln area.

· There is plenty of room for 18 holes and multiple tees.  With the elevation changes, the course will play long even on short holes.

· Trees are a big plus – no tree removal is desired
.  The trees will require player to be accurate and have the ability to “bend” their shots.

· The main pavilion picnic area will be the center point of the course.  The front and back nine will start near the structure.

The designers volunteer all of their time required for designing a course.  Their goal is to help spread the sport in communities around Nebraska.  They also are looking forward to having a chance to play the course and bring their friends.

Course Cost


The upfront cost of the course is relatively inexpensive and maintenance should be minimal.  The most significant upfront cost is the holes or baskets as they are referred too.  After doing research, I would recommend the Mach II from Disc Golf Association (“DGA”).  It weighs 57lbs and is galvanized to last.  The designers agreed that the DGA Mach series was the preferred baskets.  They use the Mach V baskets at their home course in Lincoln.  The Mach II has many of the features of the Mach V but is not considered a professional or high quality tournament basket.  Approximate disc golf hole cost:

· Mach II baskets, $250.00

· Three 6”x6” wooden tee signs
, $35.00

· Misc (cement, paint, etc), $10.00

In addition to the hole cost, funds would be required to make signs explaining the game and showing the course.  The total cost of the course is estimated to be $5,400.00.


There would also be a cost associated with clearing the fairway for the “jungle” hole.  This is the only hole envisioned to require modification to the park.  This is hole could become one of the signature holes of the course.  It would follow a path found between the walking path/sidewalk and the easement to the north.  It would consist of removing underbrush in a fairway about 15ft wide.  The park departments or volunteers could do this work.

Recommendation


It is my personal opinion that the disc golf course would greatly enhance Memorial park and will once again bring people to the park.  The activity associated with the course will only promote more activity; this in turn will cut down on vandalism and make the park safer.  Disc golf is a wonderful family activity and can be enjoyed by all ages.  The relatively low cost makes this an ideal project for the park board and I recommend we proceed.

Designer Information


I requested information on the credentials of the design team from Lincoln.  The bios for Andrew and Anita are below.

Andrew Chisholm, Disc Golf Promoter

- Member of the Professional Disc Golf Association, #19311

- Certified Official

- Disc Golf Course Designers, member

- Lincoln Flying Disc Club, Executive Committee

- Omaha Disc Golf Club, member

- Des Moines Disc Golf Club, member

- Administrator of NebDisc.com, disc golf news source serving Nebraska and the mid-west region

Course designs 

- lead designer of the Skyview Park course in Norfolk, NE (a Nebraska Arboretum)

- design assistance of Treasure Cove, at Iowa Western Community College in Council Bluffs, IA

- design committee member of temporary courses in Lincoln for various tournaments

Tournament Director

- Star City Shoot-out, a PDGA B tier tournament (three years)

- BADGER Bash, a PDGA C tier in Beatrice, NE (three years)

- Norfolk Flights tournament, and Big Bang Boom in Norfolk, NE

- Fremont Flights tournament in Fremont, NE

Anita Jackson

- PDGA State Coordinator for Nebraska since the inception of the Coordinator post in 1999. 

- Sport Director for Disc Golf in the Cornhusker State Games since 1999 

- Assistant Sport Director/Tournament Director 1997-1998. 

- I won the first 2 gold medals for disc golf in 1994 and 1995. 
- Has played over 100 courses in three countries; the United States, Canada and the UK.
Membership

- Professional Disc Golf Association since 1994
- Course Designers Guild
Course design

- Lexington, NE (part of the "Educational Disc Golf Experience" program)

- Modified course in Lake Hastings in Hastings, NE. 

- Contribute to design of a course in Blair, NE. 

- Contributed to the 9 hole addition to the Max Roper Park course in Lincoln

- Part of design team for the course in Tierra Park, Lincoln. 

- Sets "Mystery Course" for the Cornhusker State Games every year. 

� Though no tree removal is desired, several of the trees have dead, rotting limbs.  These limbs should be removed since they cause a safety hazard with potentially dozens on people in the park.


� Metal tee signs can be purchased for approximately $80.00 per sign.  If we decide to go with metal signs, I would try to find them locally and I would get one per hole instead of three.


� Directing tournaments gives a unique perspective to course design safety issues and pedestrian traffic flow.





